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What is good enrichment ?
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Pilot study A Preparing for main experimenton early -
life interventions to improve laying hen welfare
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Background

Featherpecking

A Peckingpullingfeathersof conspecifics

A Abnormal maladaptivebehaviour, impact on %8
welfare

A Multifactorial cause(fearfulness
environment,diet, geneticg (Rodenburg et al. 2013)

Possiblesolution

] ] Source: Bas Rodenburg
A Earlylife enrichmentcanreducefearfulness

andfeatherpecking (Brantsaetert al., 2016; Gilani
et al., 2013; de Haas et al., 2014)
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Background

wBut what is enrichment?
A Improves biological functioning of captive anim@itsvberry, 1995)
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/\ Difficult criteria to assess
/\ Often costly for the owner/farmer
/N Ethical considerations

wln this pilot study:
Our definitionA Enrichment for laying hens should promote foraging behaviour (pecking and scratchir

Preference testindy W! 41 Ay 3 GKS FTYAYIfQ KAOK SYNAROKYSYI

wEnrichmentof interest:
Tubeswith BlackSoldierFly(BSF)arvae(basedon desigrby Allyson Ipema) f |
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Pilot study aim : What is the best enrichment for layer chicks?

A Ethics Live vs. dead larvae

A Costs Transparent vs. netransparent tube

Kjelt Kruijthoffyveterinarystudent
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Methods

Experimentperformed in novemberdecember 2019

Animals
A 28 ISA Browiayingchicks in 4 peng per pen)

Colourcodedwith spraypaint

A BSHarvae 10%dailynutritional need “G" b I8

Preferencetest
A Trainingphase(4-11 daysold)
A Preferencdest with 2 conditions(8testingdays 1422 daysold)

1. Live vs. deathrvae
2. Transparentvs. nontransparenttube

Datacollection

A Scoreactivebehaviourtowardstubesduring 1h after providingtubes, i.e. gcking scratching, walking, eating
(video analysisvith BORIS)

A Weightubesbefore and after to assessarvaeconsumption
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