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Background

Ban on beak trimming, 
increased risk of damage 
feather pecking (FP)
Rodenburg et al., 2013

Prepare laying hens for 
outdoor life
Campbell et al., 2019

Adapt environment to 
animal behavioural
needs



ü Incubation environment influences 
stress sensitivity 

Archer and Mench , 2014; Özkan et al., 2022

üEnriched rearing environment reduces 
fearfulness and increases cognitive 
abilities

Brantsaeter et al., 2016; Gilani et al., 2013; de Haas et al., 2014

Importance of early life experiences



Objective & methods
Reduce stress sensitivity and the risk of FP, through:

Green light - dark cycle 
during incubation

Black soldier fly (BSF) larvae 
as enrichment during rearing

2x2 factorial design, 44 pens (400 birds) in total:



44 home pens


